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it does not impinge upon them, as parents, as it impinges
upon the parents of the working-class boy who, twelve
months after he has left school, sees nothing ahead but
a choice between different blind-alley occupations. They
see that the terms of enlistment must be made more
satisfactory if the army is to be maintained at full strength;
but they do not see, they do not even think of seeing,
that so long as the army is not a career really open to
the talents, in this generation a few pence on the day's
pay is not going to make the really able and ambitious
working-class youth think of the army as a career in the
sense that he thinks of engineering or schoolmastering
as a vocation that will give his energies their full scope.
He does not himself pass through the kind of experience
which burns on every page of Mr. Walter Greenwood's
Love on the Dole, He is rarely visited by the kind of
passion which led John Cornford and Ralph Fox to die
in Spain as volunteers in the International Brigade.
Men think differently who live differently; and unless
we can somehow fuse alien experiences into a common
understanding, not the completest body of factual mate-
rials is approached from that angle of insight which gives
them their proper perspective. The danger of what
Graham Wallas called "narrowness and rigidity" in
official life is, in this context, painfully real. At the top
of the hierarchy, the civil servant hardly .knows-—no
doubt there are exceptions—at first hand what unem-
ployment does, what the Means Test implies, the effect
on an able boy of a decision to economize on the number
of free places in the secondary schools. He will, indeed,
even tend to persuade himself that an insistence that the
system he operates should be made to confront its failures
not less than its successes is the mark of an.extremist
or a crank—both words of horrific import in the dictionary

